NOTE.
The interrogations, trials, correspondence, etc., of Catholics executed under Queen
Elizabeth's Statute Laws are made available by the Catholic Record Society, in " Unpublished
Documents relating to the English Martyrs. Vol. I. 1584-160$. Collected and edited by John
Hungetford Pollen, S.]., London. Privately Printed for the Society by J. Whitehead & Son.
Leeds. 1908." This, as the editor explains, " was begun by the late Father Morris, S.J., who
had been entrusted by the successive Cardinal Archbishops of Westminster with the office of
' postulator' for the Beatification of the English Martyrs." Father Pollen succeeded him in
that office. (See pp. 1-7, descriptive Notes on the " Catalogues" from 1585 to 1741; and Table
of names, pp. 8-17.) Referring (p. 102) to the "disgraceful crime" of the assassination of
William Prince of Orange, the late Father Pollen added that it reacted disastrously upon the
English Catholics because " the English politicians raised the cry that Elizabeth was in danger
of a fate li\e that of the Prince, though in truth her life was never for a minute in peril."
These last dozen words embody a misunderstanding. Even the Duke of Alba had written
confidentially of his hopes for her death, by natural means " or otherwise" (Simancas MS.
Estado 823: E.E., Vol. II, p. 131), and the Cardinal of Como's similar hopes and expectations
were in no way equivocal. (See E.E., Vol. IV, pp. 141-143, quoting Pastor's "History of the
Popes"). We shall see in due course Don Bernardino de Mendoza's information as to the
conspiracy against Elizabeth's life. But Father Pollen (p. 106) believed there was not any
League of Catholic Princes against her, and so he deplored that the Protestants in 1584 felt
" boundless dislike and distrust of the Catholics." The " cry of danger" from Elizabeth's
Ministers he regarded as only a hollow excuse for persecution. But the correspondence of the
Duke of Guise with Spain, and of King Philip with his own Ambassadors (first published in
our day,) shows that Elizabeth's Council had ample reason to apprehend a foreign invasion.
The mutual "dislike and distrust" between the supporters of Elizabeth and the champions
of the Pope was inevitable in the peculiar circumstances. In our modern English historical
works, whether Catholic or Protestant, (or agnostic,) the forgetting of the Spanish victories of
1580-83, and of King Philip's further martial intentions, prevents a clear understanding of the
political position. Religion and politics were so closely intertwined, and the English Catholic
cause was then so notoriously identified with Spain, that whether for the Catholic student or
the Protestant, it is equally necessary to realise the vast increase of power to King Philip con-
sequent upon the compulsory uniting of the Portuguese Empire to the Crown of Castile, by
the battle of Alcantara,—the culminative triumph of the veteran Duke of Alba (25th August,
1580, See E.E., Vol. IV, pp. 1-38, and plates 2, 3, 4, 5.)
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